
IV MATTERS PERTAINING TO FAMILY (DOMESTIC LIFE) 
 

Remember:  Judicial Precepts are subdivided into 4 categories:  

  

1     Those dealing with rulers 

2     Those dealing with relationships between men in society  (courts, private property – private, common, 

gratuitous, theft, punishments) 

3     Matters relating to foreigners 

4     Concerning domestic matters. 

 

We have considered first three only number four, family or domestic matters is left to consider. 

 

Family relations directed to securing necessities of life, to provide for food and clothing and other tools  and 

external goods for which families also have servants.  

 

The family is also necessary to give life and to preserve the species for which man needs a wife 

 

Looking at domestic life, the relations within a household are thus 3 fold 

 

•      Master to servant 

•      Husband and wife 

•      Parents and children  

 

The Old Law had precepts for all of these relationships 

Politics and Christian Civilization  
Judicial Precepts: Class Eight 



1. Master and Servants =  The Old law has two sets of rules governing slavery: one for Jewish slaves and 

another for foreigners (Lev 25:39-46). Most non-Jewish slaves were prisoners of war. Jewish slaves usually 

became slaves either because of inability to pay debt (in which case they could sell themselves to pay it off).  

 

Non-Jewish slaves could be treated more harshly than Jewish slaves. They could be perpetually owned and 

inherited . Although the same Jewish word, “ebed” is used for both slaves and servants, Jewish slaves were 

to be considered as servants, and released every Sabbath year; laws concerning them were more lenient 

 

Servants were to be treated with moderation; they were also to enjoy the Sabbath rest. Moderation was also 

to be shown in punishment, if maimed, they were to be set free.   

 

Servants taken from among Jews were to be set free in Sabbath year taking whatever they brought with 

them. Along with provision for the journey. 

 

“‘If one of your countrymen becomes poor among you and sells himself to you, do not make him work as a 

slave. He is to be treated as a hired worker or a temporary resident among you; he is to work for you until the 

Year of Jubilee. Then he and his children are to be released, and he will go back to his own clan and to the 

property of his forefathers. Because the Israelites are my servants, whom I brought out of Egypt, they must 

not be sold as slaves. Do not rule over them ruthlessly, but fear your God.  

 

“‘Your male and female slaves are to come from the nations around you; from them you may buy slaves. You 

may also buy some of the temporary residents living among you and members of their clans born in your 

country, and they will become your property.  You can will them to your children as inherited property and can 

make them slaves for life, but you must not rule over your fellow Israelites ruthlessly.  

 

“‘If an alien or a temporary resident among you becomes rich and one of your countrymen becomes poor and 

sells himself to the alien living among you or to a member of the alien’s clan, he retains the right of 

redemption….He and his buyer are to count the time from the year he sold himself up to the Year of Jubilee. 

The price for his release is to be based on the rate paid to a hired man for that number of year.  

 

“‘Even if he is not redeemed …, he and his children are to be released in the Year of Jubilee, for the Israelites 

belong to me as servants. They are my servants, whom I brought out of Egypt. I am the Lord your God. 



Could become a slave if could not make restitution Exodus 21:2-6 

 

“If you buy a Hebrew servant, he is to serve you for six years. But in the seventh year, he shall go free, 

without paying anything. If he comes alone, he is to go free alone; but if he has a wife when he comes, 

she is to go with him. If his master gives him a wife and she bears him sons or daughters, the woman 

and her children shall belong to her master, and only the man shall go free.  

 

“But if the servant declares, ‘I love my master and my wife and children and do not want to go free,’ then 

his master must take him before the judges. He shall take him to the door or the doorpost and pierce his 

ear with an awl. Then he will be his servant for life.  

 

If killed servant you were to be killed  

 

But if it was not certain that the servant died from being struck = only probable guilt = no punishment. If did not 

die at once form blows but few days later =- not certain why he died = excused from death penalty 

Physical Relations with Slaves: 

 

‘Now if a man lies carnally with a woman who is a slave acquired for another man, but who has in no 

way been redeemed nor given her freedom, there shall be punishment; they shall not, however, be put 

to death, because she was not free. (Leviticus 19:20). 

 

‘He shall bring his guilt offering to the LORD to the doorway of the tent of meeting, a ram for a guilt 

offering. ‘The priest shall also make atonement for him with the ram of the guilt offering before the LORD 

for his sin which he has committed, and the sin which he has committed will be forgiven him” 

 

Female slaves 

 

A father could sell children on to slavery.  A slave could not be married unless first freed.  A Jewish woman 

could not marry a male slave but a man could marry a female slave.  

 

Thieves could be sold into slavery if could not repay and if caught during daylight, but females could not be 

sold into slavery for this reason 



 

2. Husband and Wife = Marry from own tribe to keep property in tact. Marry wife of deceased brother. 

Could not marry women from strange nations – fear of loosing faith and could not marry those of own kindred 

out of respect due to them.   

 

Wives should not be slandered without grave reason.  Punishment was to be inflicted on a man who falsely 

accused his wife of a crime (Dt 22;13) (stripes and indemnification). 

 

“If a man takes a wife and, after lying with her, dislikes her and slanders her and gives her a bad name, 

saying, “I married this woman, but when I approached her, I did not find proof of her virginity,” then the girl’s 

father and mother shall bring proof that she was a virgin to the town elders at the gate. The girl’s father will 

say to the elders, “I gave my daughter in marriage to this man, but he dislikes her. Now he has slandered her 

and said, ‘I did not find your daughter to be a virgin.’ But here is the proof of my daughter’s virginity.” Then her 

parents shall display the cloth before the elders of the town, and the elders shall take the man and punish 

him. They shall fine him a hundred shekels of silver and give them to the girl’s father, because this man 

has given an Israelite virgin a bad name. She shall continue to be his wife; he must not divorce her as long as 

he lives.  

 

If, however, the charge is true and no proof of the girl’s virginity can be found, she shall be brought to the 

door of her father’s house and there the men of her town shall stone her to death. She has done a disgraceful 

thing in Israel by being promiscuous while still in her father’s house. You must purge the evil from among you”  

(Dt  22:13). 

 

Could not ill use a wife out of hatred but could get a bill of divorce and send her away. 

  

3. Parents and Children = First duty is to educate them in the faith and the rules of right conduct.  Could sell 

children into slavery for debt.  But they are not same as slaves . 

 

“Thou shall not oppress him as a bondservant but he shall be as a hireling and a sojourner… for they are my 

servants”. 

 



 

Parents had power over children but family not a perfect society, thus cannot take life of children as could in 

pagan societies. Father had to bring his son to ancients for such a punishment. 

 

Aristotle Ethics (X:9) Paternal authority has power only of admonition not coercion whereby rebellious and 

headstrong persons can be compelled.”  Hence Lord commanded stubborn son to be punished by rulers of 

city = stoned to death. 

 

But minors under 13 not bound by law.  Before 13 father punished for deeds of child.  If took child to elders, 

both parents had to concur and agree on this. 

 

In summary, like ceremonial precepts, judicial precepts set Jews apart from other nations.  These were 

numerous because subject to reason. They foreshadowed new precepts to be drawn from Decalogue and 

universal mandate of Divine Love.  

  

A people must be ordered by structure and form of govt, laws, and leaders = so we considered them first 

followed by relations among men, with foreigners and within family. 

 

No other nation had laws like these. We shall se them carried forth in various forms on a broader scale with 

birth of Christendom which we will study next semester 

 

When constructing laws and constitutions and governments these judicial precepts should be studied and 

used in modified form where possible because are derivative of the Divine Law and are not deadly as are the 

ceremonial precepts.   

 

They can help guide legislators in making laws derived from moral precepts which still stand. 


